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Quick Review of Testimony Part I (From Sept. 4™

1. What does testimony mean?

2. What is the purpose of testimony?

3. What are three ways we can communicate our testimony?

4. When giving our testimony at AHOWFC — What are the three main components of our testimony?

Jesus encourages us to give our testimony - Luke 8:38-39 NIV The man from whom the demons had
gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 3° “Return home and tell how much God
has done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.

In other scriptures, Jesus tells some people not to tell anyone - Matthew 8:3-4 NIV Jesus reached out
his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of his
leprosy. * Then Jesus said to him, “See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and
offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

Why is it important to understand the time/length of our testimony?
How can we align our testimony to the situations/opportunities we find ourselves in?
Does discernment play a role in this process?

The Holy Spirit empowers us to testify with great effect — "But when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, you will receive power to testify about me with great effect, to the people in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, about my death and resurrection.’
Acts 1:8 Living Bible

b

What does great effect mean in this context?

Case studies of several testimonies found in the Bible — Short, medium, long length

Short testimony - John 9:8-17 New International Version

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn 't this the same man who used to
sit and beg? " ® Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”” But he himself
insisted, “I am the man.” 1 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. "' He replied, “The man they
call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and
washed, and then I could see.” 12 “Where is this man?” they asked him “I don't know,” he said.’3 They
brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. ™ Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud
and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. ° Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received
his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”’'% Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How
can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.!” Then they turned again to the blind man,
“What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.”



Issue/Situation
Person’s Response
God’s Response

Short testimony - John 4:39-42 Amplified Bible

3 Now many Samaritans from that city believed in Him and trusted Him [as Savior] because of what the
woman said when she testified, “He told me all the things that I have done.” *°* So when the Samaritans
came to Jesus, they asked Him to remain with them; and He stayed there two days. *! Many more believed
in Him [with a deep, abiding trust] because of His word [His personal message to them]; ** and they told
the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; for [now] we have heard Him for
ourselves and know [with confident assurance] that this One is truly the Savior of [all] the world.”

Issue/Situation
Person’s Response
God’s Response

Medium length testimony - Acts 10:34-48 New International Version

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 3° but
accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 3 You know the message God sent
to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You
know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John preached— 3% how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went
around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

3 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by

hanging him on a cross, * but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be
seen. *! He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. ** He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. ® All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

#“ While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. ** The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on Gentiles. *¢ For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.

Then Peter said, ¥ “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” *8 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

Issue/Situation
Person’s Response
God’s Response

Long length testimony - Acts 26:1-29 New International Version — The Apostle Paul testifies to King
Agrippa and Festus

Issue/Situation
Person’s Response
God’s Response




